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'High  energy'  BSUers  invade  Md./Del 


By  Tun  Nicholas 

MBCB  Staff  Writer 


3~  "I  don't  want  the  lollipop;  I 

want  the  saying.  I  need  some 
\  encouragement  right  now," 
said  one  student. 

Attendance  at  the  concerts 
was  scant  but  as  Bobby 
Waddail,  Towson  University's 
campus  minister,  said,  "Getting 
them  to  focus  for  10  seconds  on 
who  we  are  is  valuable." 

Elizabeth  "Liz"  Thurmond, 
BSU  director  at  Hinds 
Community  College,  said  her 
E  students  "really  became  aware 
of  the  need  to  share  their  faith 
verbally  —  not  taking  opportu- 
j  nities  for  granted  —  ana  pray 
for  courage  to  share  with  their 
lost  friends  who  need  to  know 
what  it  means  to  walk  in  the 
Christian  faith." 

The  2000  spring  break  effort 
was  a  return  trip  to  Towson 
University  for  some  of  the  Hinds 
dwards  (seated,  left)  of  Jackson,  Community  College  students, 
f  Vicksburg,  and  guitarist  Tyler  Thurmond  said  relationships 
-  members  of  the  Baptist  Student  bmlt  the  year,  primarily 

»e  in  Raymond  —  drum  up  pub-  over  the  Internet,  encouraged 
Community  College  and  Tbwson  development  of  a  praise  te9m  at 

the  Towson  campus  in  Maryland.  Jo”?on.  Vmvei£ty: 

Mississippi  BSUers  personal- 

_  ly  raised  funds  to  pay  their  way 

|  visited  three  Maryland  campus-  to  Maryland  and  Delaware  for 
the  Poplarville  area  Mar.  27-31  to  es  to  witness  and  hold  concerts,  the  spring  break  mission  trip, 
share  Christ  during  their  spring  The  BSU's  praisrf  band  and  For  information  on  BSU  min- 
break.  Baker  said  the  witness-  women's  ensembleXperformed  istries  in  Mississippi,  contact 
ing  will  center  around  a  game  at  the  University  of  Maryland's  Weaver  McCracken,  Collegiate 
called  "whiffle  ball,"  ultimate  Baltimore  County  and  College  Ministry  Department,  Missis- 
Frisbee  tourneys,  and  a  coffee-  Park  campuses,  and  at  Towson  sippi  Baptist  convention  Board, 
house.  University  at  Baltimore.  P.0.  Box  530,  Jackson,  MS 

Blake  Hardcastle,  BCM  Before  the  evening  concerts,  39205-0530.  Telephone:  (601) 
director  at  the  University  of  students  handed  out  hundreds  292-3302  or  toll-free  outside 
i  opportunities  Delaware,  said  he  hoped  the  of  flyers  and  lollipops  with  Jackson  (800)  748-1651.  E-mail: 
-laps.  "It's  like  Mississippi  students  would  Scripture  attached.  wmccracken@mbcb.org. 

ct  me,"  he  said,  "create  momentum  for 

'  Baker,  BSU  us.  It's  exciting  to  have  .  ,  ,  ’  ^S&yJSL. 

Pearl  River  1 5  more  students  come  ^  Zkp/*-  -  .In 

College  at  to  things  we  do."  |g|f  V  .  ‘  --  j 

Poplarville,  said  his  students  Besides  regular 

shared  Christ  with  about  200  Bible  studies, *  jWo 

people  during  their  trip  to  the  Hardcastle’s  approach  "  T,  ?  .y. ’U.  ?  CxJ  Uisy; 

University  of  Delaware  at  to  student  work  Bfr^BislLr 

Newark.  includes  twice-month- 

Though  one  student  pro-  ly  "food  nights"  from  i 

fessed  Christ,  "the  vast  majori-  six  p.m.  to  midnight. m % 
tv  had  no  insight  on  spiritual  A  local  Baptist  church  If ^ W  -V 

matters,"  said  Baker.  "It's  cooks  a  meal,  regular 
almost  they  never  spent  attendees  non- 

and 

'  y- 

However,  has-  ''AIM 

trio  continue  to  table A^BS 

Baker.  Nearly 

Mississippi  the  TB^B^B  ^  ..  MmM 

to  memorize  Scripture  table  |B|g  jB§|§ 

for  evangelism  upon  returning  games,  Hardcastle  ^^^B  ^  "  '"mam 

to  their  home  state.  said,  "Everything  they  ~  '  -*PiH 

"Some  have  committed  to  liked  in  second 

sharing  on  campus  for  one  grade...  they  like  it  MINISTERING  IN  MARYLAND  —  Ashley  Skelton  (center)  of  Utica,  a  Baptist 

hour  a  week  and  a  result  of  that  again."  *  Student  Union  member  at  Hinds  Community  College  in  Raymond,  hands  out 

is  we've  already  seen  one  pro-  A  BSU  group  from  flyers  and  lollipops  promoting  a  Christian  concert  at  Towson  University  in 
fession  of  faith/  said  Baker.  Hinds  Community  Baltimore.  "I  wanted  to  do  something  for  God  instead  of  just  sleeping  (during 
Also,  between  eight  and  10  College  in  Raymond  spring  break),"  she  said.  (Photo  by  Tim  Nicholas) 
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Editor's  note:  Spring  break!  % 

Sleep  late?  Not  for  hundreds  of  _ _ „  BL 

Mississippi  Baptist  Student  "  , 

Union  (BSU)  members  who  scat- 

tered  across  the  country  during  — P  ' 

their  spring  break  to  take  advan-  * 

tage  opportunities 

BSUers  traveled  to  Maryland  and  l* 

Delaivare,  where  Mississippi  I  I  ^ i 

Baptists  enjoy  a  partnership  rela-  UJ/|^^U\ 
tionship  with  Baptist  B^Bo 

Convention  of  Maryland/ 

to  A 

involv-  W 

ana  church  ^ 

and  camp  renovations  Following 

is  the  first  of  a  three-part  series.  ‘Baptist 

Mississippi  Baptist  students  _ 

"bring  such  a  high  sense  of 

?»?rgy  ,r  they  come,  “yf»  YOU'RE  INVITED  -  Melissa 
We  really  want  to  make  a  dif-  c^ris  Robertson  (seated,  right) 
ferexjee,  said  Ron  Brown,  Rayborn  (background)  of  Jackson 
director  of  the  Center  for  Union  at  Hinds  Community  Coi 
Innovative  'Leadership  for  |Jcjfy  for  a  free  concert  the  Hind 
Baptist  Convention  of  University  Baptist  students  held  o 
Maryland/Delaware.  (Photo  By  Tim  Nicholas) 

Brown  is  also  responsible  for  - - - 

what  is  called  Baptist  Campus  Delaware  students  are  in  the 
Ministry  (BCM)  in  'f 
Maryland /Delaware  conven¬ 
tion.  He  assigned  about  100 
Mississippi  BSUers  to  several 
university  campuses  during 
spring  break  to  "try  to  raise  the 
image  of  BCM  on  campus." 

Brown  said  prayer  walking 
around  a  campus  gives  the  local 
ministry  worf 

for  future  relationships.  "It's  like  Mississippi  students  *  would 
building  a  pro 
Morris  "N 
director  at 
Community 
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as  simple  as  ever,  sharing  it  with  a 
sinful  world  wasn't  easy  men  and  it 
isn't  easy  now.  Then  as  now,  howev¬ 
er,  Christians  must  work  to  reach  the 
world  with  words  and  conduct  that 
can  be  grasped  by  people  who  have 
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Islamic  law  debate  at  center  of  Nigeria  riots 


ZARIA,  Nigeria  (BP)  —  Several  northern  states  had 
Missionary  D'Anna  Shotts  recently  implemented  Islamic 
almost  called  off  traveling  from  law,  known  as  shari'a,  and 
Nigeria  to  Ghana  to  visit  some  Kaduna's  legislature  had 
old*  friends.  The  arrangements  agreed  to  set  up  a  committee  to 
had  been  difficult  to  make,  but  follow  suit,  Shotts  said, 
she  decided  to  go  ahead  with  "For  about  two  weeks  before 
her  getaway.  the  incident,  large  groups  of 

The  day  after  she  left  Muslims  had  been  having 

she  has  served  as  a  B. 
librarian  mi  the  baptist  BjNf’  / 

.  e  m  i  n .  i  r  \  *  j  lot  Broke  nut  Bf^  4  j 

In'tween  Muslims  and*’:  , 

V  hristians,  lea\  mg  a  Ka.  •*  .%*;  $  ‘  \? 

the  hun-  ^ 

dreds.  I  he  next  dav.  a  B*  W %,%  4g$|k-y  • 

mob  ot  more  than  >,000  B# 

people  breached  the  Kj-  q  iFRB  r  fv'M 

block  wall  surrounding  K»  43Bgg  *!v>  ■  * 

the  seminary.  The  mob  |^BB  ':  Jr 

burned  and  destroyed  all 

the  buildings  except  for  IfMp  ^ *  v-  ' 

seven;  Shotts'  home  was  ^ 
one  of  the  few  spared.  r 
Eleven  people  —  r 
including  two  students  1  j- 

and  a  retired  mainte-  at  a 

nance  man  —  were  killed  W  J  'rMsr* 

in  the  attack.  Jr  J. 

"It's  incredible  how  |B[ 

quickly  a  life  can  turn  ^  ^  , 

upside-down,"  Shotts,  i  S&3&, 

who  grew  up  in  the  east-  *.  M \ 

ern  Illinois  town  of  *  wi¥T  >':v 

Martinsville,  said  in  an  e-  I  jB 

mail  to  the  Illinois  Baptist  7' /f  M/k/SMW  %&  Mi*’*' 

newsjournal.  "God  has  ■-*  ■ 

been  e  ery  present  with  us  Jt&S  tv-  : 

through  this  entire  crisis.”  mmum k  V '  flr*; 

Closer  to  home,  f  %  g* » ffjh’.'lj 

Shotts'  mother,  Marilyn, 

who  still  lives  in  D  ANNA  SHOTTS  —  D'Anna  Shott; 
Martinsville,  near  Terre  ^,rec^  in  Kaduna,  Nigeria,  last  May, 
Haute,  Ind 
inundated  with 
calls  about  her 
ter's  safety, 
was  safe, 


four  different  areas  of  the  town  "I've  been  almost  too  busy  to 
the  next  morning  to  march  grieve,  but  the  pain  is  very 
peacefully  to  the  legislature  to  great,"  Shotts  said!  "The  violent 
show  their  opposition.  About  death  of  loved  ones  is  never 
50,000  came  to  the  rally,  Shotts  easy  to  bear,  and  the  loss  of  the 
said.  As  they  began  to  return  facilities  is  very  painful,  too. 
home  after  the  march,  some  Fifty-two  years  of  love  and 
Muslim  youth  began  to  hurl  hard  work  went  into  that  cam- 
stones  at  the  marchers,  "and  pus,  and  in  less  than  six  hours  it 

I  from  there  the  situation  was  all  gone."  Her  dog.  Belle, 
deteriorated,"  setting  off  survived  but  has  been  in  poor 
two  days  of  riots.  health;  Shotts  decided  to  put 

"There  was  rioting  and  her  to  sleep.  "So  now  I  have  no 
burning  in  many  parts  of  the  home,  no  students,  and  no  dog, 
city,"  Snotts  said.  Fourteen  but  God  is  still  in  control." 
Baptist  churches  in  Kaduna  The  toll  has  been  great  on 
had  been  destroyed,  and  new  Christians  in  Kaduna  as 
many  churches  of  other  the  violence  spread  to  sur- 
denominations  had  been  rounding  villages,  Shotts  said, 
burned.  Many  pastors,  In  one  area,  all  seven  churches 
including  two  Baptist  minis-  were  burned;  the  Christians, 
ters,  had  been  killed.  "except  those  of  the  people 

At  the  seminary,  about  group  we  work  with/  were 
300  students  and  nearby  either  driven  away  or  killed, 
residents  tried  to  keep  the 
mob  of  thousands  at  bay. 

Earlier  in  the  day,  the  men  ^ 

had  sent  their  families  over 
the  back  wall  to  flee  to  an 
air  force  base  more  than  a  f 
mile  away.  Dale  and  ^^k 

jm  Brenda  Gray,  the  only 
HH  Southern  Baptist  missionar- 
^Hies  on  the  campus  at  the 
time,  "were  trapped  in  my 

4fl  house  on  the  seminary  Shotts  has  been  encouraged 
!?■  compound,"  Shotts  by  the  faithfulness  of  Christians 

j/B  recounted.  The  medical  caught  in  the  turmoil.  "The  per- 
f  I  missionaries  escaped  by  secution  is  causing  them  to  scat- 
i||B  climbing  the  8-foot  back  ter,  but  they  are  already  talking 
$  iB  wall  with  the  others.  The  about  how  to  share  the  gospel 
situation  remains  tense,  in  new  places."  While  Shotts 
P*f_  and  Shotts  urged  Christians  has  been  discipling  Nigerian 
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has  been  Ghana  wnen  a  religious  riot  Droxe  out  Detween  to 
phone  Muslims  and  Christians  in  Nigeria.  The  semi-  "j 
aaugh-  nary  where  she  works  was  almost  completely  been 
/knew  she  destroyed.  (BP  photo  by  Marilyn  Shotts)  mont 

Marilyn  .  Chris 

Shotts  said.  "I  had  talked  to  her  peaceful  rallies  each  day  near  they  will 
right  before  she  left  and  knew  the  legislature  to  show  their  being  imj 
she  was  OK  in  Ghana.  We  had  support.  Christians,  however,  the  MusL 
probably  heard  about  the  trou-  had  only  been  sending  small  be  shari'c 
ole  before  she  did."  groups  of  influential  leaders  to  Shotts 

Political  and  religious  ten-  meet  with  government  offi-  on  Feb.  1 
sions  have  been  mounting  in  cials,"  Shotts  said.  "The  eral  oth 
Nigeria  since  last  year's  elec-  Muslims  were  saying  that  the  belongin 
tion  of  a  Christian  president  Christians  didn't  care  whether  nity  abc 
with  Baptist  roots.  A  mostly  there  was  shari'a  because  they  where  th 
Muslim  region  to  the  north,  were  not  coming  out  in  num-  Shotts 
where  military  leaders  had  bers  to  protest."  ed  sever 

been  the  controlling  force  in  the  As  a  result,  Christians  made  been  ta 
country,  and  a  primarily  announcements  throughout  with  th< 
Christian  population  in  the  their  churches  on  the  Sunday  are  finis 
south,  divide  Nigeria.  before  the  riots  to  assemble  in  sion  hou 


Lifeway  names  e-business  head 

NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (BP)— Tim  Vineyard,  vice  president  of  a 
firm  specializing  in  computer,  networking,  and  Internet  ser¬ 
vices,  nas  been  named  to  direct  the  new  E-Business  Group  at 


Charles  Fuller,  chairman  of  the  SBC  Peace  Committee,  endorses  a  plan 
voiced  by  First  Church,  Houston  (Texas),  pastor  John  Bisagno  for  a  new 
coalition  of  Baptists  "committed  to  a  perfect,  infallible  Bible."  Fuller,  in  his 
church  newletter,  says  the  proposal  has  "refreshing  potential." 


Inc.,  an  electronic  equipment  manufacturing  firm.  He  also  held 
various  management  positions  with  Ultra  Electronics,  Inc. 

As  director  of  the  E-Business  Group,  he  will  be  responsible 
for  developing  LifeWay's  Internet  presence  "and  for  initiating 
alliances  with  other  like-minded  organizations  for  future 
growth,"  said  Ted  Warren,  LifeWay's  executive  vice  president 
and  chief  operating  officer. 

"Tim  will  work  with  our  business  units  to  maximize  the  use 
of  e-business.  We  also  will  expect  this  group  to  enable  LifeWay 
to  become  a  major  Christian  presence  on  the  Web,"  Warren  said. 


First  Church,  Pascagoula,  leads  the  state  in  Baptist  Doctrine  Study 
awards,  according  to  the  Church  Training  Department  of  the  Mississippi 
Baptist  Convention  Board.  First  Church,  Hattiesburg,  and  West  Heights 
Church,  Pontotoc,  tie  for  second  place. 


The  71st  annual  meeting  of  the  Woman's  Missionary  Union  (WMU)  of 
Mississippi  draws  a  record  of  1,954  people.  Meeting  at  Calvary'  Church, 
Jackson,  under  the  theme  "Christ  for  the  World,"  the  WMU  hears  reports 
of  147  new  WMU  organizations  begun  in  state  last  year. 
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BSU  center  underway  at  Decatur 's  ECCC 

ATI  TD  n 1_  l*rt_  nr*T  t  •  n  i  .  -  . 


DECATUR,  Miss.  (Special)  —  People 
who  drive  down  Broad  Street  in  Decatur 
might  have  noticed  the  large  structure 
being  built  where  the  East  Central 
Community  College  (ECCC)  Baptist 
Student  Union  (BSU)  used  to  be.  For  those 
who  might  not  know,  that  new  building  is 
a  larger  and  improved  BSU  Center. 


When  BSU  Director  Scott  Vaughn 
arrived  on  the  scene  in  1995,  the  65-plus- 
year-old  house  in  which  the  group  met 
was  too  small  for  the  large  number  of  stu¬ 
dents  involved  in  BSU. 

"With  approximately  150  students 
involved  regularly  in  BSU  and  some  500 
involved  in  some  type  of  BSU  function  each 
year,  there  was  simply  not 
enough  space  for  every¬ 
one,"  saia  Vaughn,  "and 
with  the  growing  college 
enrollment,  there  is  more 
student  involvement  each 
year." 

!  The  19-member  BSU 
advisory  board,  which  con¬ 
sists  of  citizens  from  the  five- 
county  district,  met  with 
Vaughn  three  years  ago  to 
discuss  plans  for  a  new  BSU 
center.  "At  the  time,  plans 
were  made  to  begin  putting 
money  aside  for  a  new 
building.  Area  churches 
were  asked  to  donate  and 
since  that  time,  we  have 
been  seriously  seeking  dona¬ 
tions.  One  anonymous 
donor  gave  a  significant  con¬ 
tribution  to  really  'get  the 
ball  rolling,'"  said  Vaughn. 

"  A  p  p  roximately 

MAk'iMr-'  pi  amc  c  „  r-  .  ■  -j-  V-  ,, - ~ — : — I — ; -  $100,000  of  the  $220,000 

MAKING  PLANS  —  East  Central  Community  College  Baptist  Student  Union  (BSU)  needed  has  been  raised," 

director  Scott  Vaughn  (left)  looks  over  plans  with  volunteer  carpenter  Bobby  Kirby  (center)  Vaughn  said  "The  founda- 
of  Forest  and  volunteer  contractor  Pete  Shepherd  of  Harperville  for  the  new  BSU  building  tion  and  the  Dlumbine 
under  construction  on  the  Decatur  campus.  (BR  Special  Photo)  work  were  contracted  out 


and  the  rest  of  the  work  has  been  done  by 
men  and  women  in  the  area  who  volun¬ 
teered  their  services.  When  the  money  runs 
out  we  will  have  to  stop  construction  until 
we  raise  more  funds." 

The  new  5200-square-foot  building  will 
consist  of  a  large  meeting  room,  two 
offices,  a  large  commercial-type  kitchen,  a 
conference  room,  a  work  room,  a  storage 
room,  and  a  meeting  room.  The  new  BSU 
center  will  seat  approximately  200  people 
and  can  accommodate  up  to  350  people. 
Future  plans  also  include  a  small  park¬ 
ing  area  on  the  back  side  of  the  property. 

For  those  who  wonder  what  BSU  is  and 
what  this  building  will  be  used  for,  Vaughn 
explained.  "The  East  Central  BSU  is  a  cam- 

gus  ministry  that  holds  worship  services, 
ible  studies,  and  mission  trips. 

"We  also  have  'Lunch  Encounter'  every 
Wednesday,  where  students  can  receive  a 
free  lunch  and  hear  a  short  devotion. 

"In  addition,  we  have  ministry  teams 
that  include  drama  and  music  in  their  pro¬ 
grams  and  we  hold  revival  services  each 
year  in  cooperation  with  the  ECCC 
Fellowship  of  Christian  Athletes." 

Vaughn  also  describes  BSU  as  "a  little 
taste  of  heaven  on  campus.  Baptist  Student 
Union  is  not  just  for  Southern  Baptists,  but 
it's  for  anyone  who  wishes  to  come. 

"It  doesn't  matter  about  race,  class,  eco¬ 
nomic  status,  or- denomination." 

The  completion  date  for  the  new  center 
is  May  1,  if  funds  are  secured. 

For  more  information  on  the  project, 
contact  Vaughn  at  P.O.  Box  39,  Decatur,  MS 
39327.  Telephone:  (601)  635-2481. 


Messenger 
cards  available 
for  2000  SBC 

Messenger  cards  (or  the 
2000  annual  meeting  of  the 
Southern  Baptist  Convention 
(SBC)  June  13-14  in  Orlando 
are  now  available  through  the 
executive  director's  office  of 
the  Mississippi  Baptist 
Convention  Board  (MBCB). 
Messengers  to  the  annual 
meetings  are  those  people 
chosen  by  their  respective 
churches  to  represent  the 
church  in  matters  that  come 
before  the  SBC.  Messenger 
cards  for  the  2000  SBC  annual 
meeting  will  be  mailed  only  to 
churches  that  request  the 
cards.  To  request  messenger 
cards  or  for  more  information, 
contact  the  MBCB  executive 
director's  office  at  (601)  292- 
3201  or  toll-free  outside 
Jackson  (800)  748-1651.  E- 
mail:  bbox@mbcb.org.  For 
more  information  on  serving 
as  a  messenger,  contact  your 
pastor. 


MSU  BSU  sends  teams  to  Honduras,  Fla.,  Texas 


STARKVILLE,  Miss.  (Special) 
—  Four  mission  teams  from  the 
Mississippi  State  University 
(MSU)  Baptist  Student  Union 
(BSU)  helped  bring  people  clos¬ 
er  to  God  during  spring  break. 

Fifteen  students  and  staff 
made  up  the  Honduras  team  that 
worked  at  Los  Pina  res  Academy 
in  Tegucigalpa,  Honduras,  dur¬ 
ing  its  spiritual  emphasis  week. 

services 

a  youth  retreat, 
time  was  spent  play¬ 
ing  with  the  elemen¬ 
tary  children  and 
forming  relationships 
with  theyouth,"  said 
Tara  Thrasher, 

Kosciusko  sopho¬ 
more. 

"Even  though  we 
couldn't  take  warm 
showers,  couldn't 
drink  their  water  or 
eak  much 


total  of  18  of  them  were  from 
MSU's  BSU. 

"BeachReach  is  a  mission 
opportunity  for  students  all  over 
the  nation  to  come  together  as 
one  and  witness  to  the  spring 
breakers.  We  gave  free  van  rides 
at  night,  served  free  pancakes, 
and  aid  street  ministry,"  said 
Tupelo  senior  Kerri  Holley. 

"Many  people  came  to  know 
Christ.  Many  more  were  able  to 
see  Christ  for  the  first  time,  and 
some  rediscovered  what  Christ 


Mississippi  State's  b£u  sent 
two  groups  to  Texas.  One  group 
went  to  Arlington,  while  anoth¬ 
er  group  went  to  San  Antonio. 

The  Arlington  group  worked 
with  Mission  Arlington,  which 
is  a  ministry  started  14  years 
ago  by  missionaries  Tilly  and 
Bob  Bergan.  It  began  as  a  cloth¬ 
ing  ana  food  -  pantry  and  has 
grown  to  include  such  services 
as  sports,  a  furniture 
house,  and  dental  care. 


spec 

Spai 


Spanish,  our  week 
in  Honduras  was 
incredible  because 
we  were  able  to  be  a 
part  of  building 
God's  kingdom 
with  the  young  peo¬ 
ple  of  Honduras," 
said  Ben  Skipper,  a 
BSU  intern  from 
Shuqualak. 

Another  team 
went  to"  Panama 
City,  Fla.,  to  take 
•art  in  BeachReach 

:ooo. 

Of  90  students 


S 


M  V 


Mississippi  State  University  Baptist  Student  Union  mission  team  to  Florida 


The  team  of  seven  led  Bible 
studies,  played  with  children, 
and  did  service  jobs,  such  as 
cleaning  apartments. 

"It's  an  experience  every 
Christian  should  go  through. 
It's  a  total  service  and  total 
humbleness,"  said  Kresta  Cain, 
a  senior  from  Belmont. 

"Through  the  service  and 
attention  we  gave  the  children, 
they  learned  that  Jesus  loves 
them  and  that  other  people  do, 
too,"  said  Cain. 

Diana  Bridges,  BSU 
international  coordi¬ 
nator,  took  a  group  of 
12  International  stu¬ 
dents  and  five 
Americans  to  San 
Antonio. 

"We  wanted  to 
provide  a  service  to 
internationals  for 
them  to  see  another 
part  of  the  country, 
and  while  doing  that, 
we  got  to  know  them 
and  talk  about  mat¬ 
ters  of  faith.  The 
internationals  had  a 
number  of  opportu¬ 
nities  to  learn  about 
Christianity  because 
they  were  staying  in 
Christian  homes. 
Some  of  the  students 
had  not  been  to 
church  before,"  she 
said. 

The  BSU  takes 
n  mission  pro- 
every  spring 
with  the  sup¬ 
port  of  churches  and 
individuals. 
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Collins:  God  gave  his  life  'better  direction 


acknowledge  it.  God  was  part  of  my 


SAUNA,  Okla.  (BP)  —  YoYo 
Collins  had  big  plans  when  he  grad¬ 
uated  from  college  in  December 
1976.  Although  he  first  worked  as  a 
janitor  and  substitute  teacher  in 
Tulsa,  he  planned  to  do  one  of  two 
things  by  June  1, 1977. 

"Either  I  was  going  to  go  back 
home  to  Salina  [in  Oklahoma]  and 
work  with  my  dad  on  improving  my 
skills  so  I  coula  try  out  for 


life  in  spirit  and  truth  whether  I 
liked  it  or  not." 

About  that  time,  a  local  school¬ 
teacher  named  Sandi  was  becoming 
more  important  in  his  life.  "YoYo 
was  the  first  living  tragedy  Salina 
ever  had,"  Sandi  recounted.  "The 
whole  town  was  pulling  for  him." 


As  the  two  became  closer,  YoYo 
asked  Sandi  for  a  date.  One  day. 


pitching 

the  Tulsa  Oilers  AAA  baseball  team, 
or  I  was  going  to  pack  up  everything 
and  move  to  Libby,  Montana,"  said 
Collins,  who  noted  he  fell  in  love 
with  the  mountains  when  he  had 
crossed  the  Rocky  Mountains  as  a 
17-year-old  on  his  way  to  Idaho. 

A  physical  education  major, 

Collins  said  he  was  in  the  best  phys¬ 
ical  condition  of  his  life.  A  baseball 
pitcher  at  Northeastern  Oklahoma  a 

State  University  in  Tahlequah,  he 
eventually  hoped  to  coach  baseball  9 

or  basketball  at  the  college  level.  pi 

Those  dreams  turned  mto  a  night-  I  M 
mare  on  May  14,  1977.  Collins  and  S 
some  friends  were  on  a  camping  tffip 
on  the  Illinois  River,  when  Collms  Jp-g*. 
decided  to  cool  off  in  the  water. 

"I  knew  the  water  was  shallow,  so  |  yll 
I  planned  to  barely  skim  the  top  of  i  |l 
the  water  in  a  shallow  dive,  then  get  f  MgS 
out,  dry  off,  and  join  the  others  for  ;'*W 
some  music,"  Collins  remembered. 

When  he  tried  to  swim  to  the  top 
of  the  water,  he  couldn't  move  any-  q, 
thing.  Rescued  by  friends  and  taken  V, 
to  a  hospital,  Colfins  was  told  he  had  .  . 

a  fracture  of  the  fifth  cervical  verte-  . 
bra  and  a  dislocation  at  the  fifth  and  ;Rp  , 
sixth  vertebrae  —  and  a  completely  ^ 
severed  spinal  cord. 

"He  will  be  doing  little  more,  if  any,  than 
he's  doing  right  now,"  a  doctor  told  his 
parents. 

For  the  first  four  months  after  the  acci¬ 
dent,  Collins  said  he  didn't  believe  the  doc¬ 
tors  who  said  he  would  never  get  out  of  the 
wheelchair. 

Church  wasn't  a  big  part  of  his  life  when 
the  accident  occurred.  "I  became  a 
Christian  when  I  was  9,"  he  said,  "but  I 


Sandi  said,  it  dawned  on  her  that 
she  had  fallen  in  love  with  YoYo. 
Then  one  night  on  a  dinner  date, 


HYoYo  told  Sandi  he  had  grown  to  love 

her  and  asked  her  to  be  nis  wife.  The 
two  were  married  on  Oct.  14, 1980. 

Several  months  before  their  wed¬ 
ding,  Sandi  approached  YoYo  about 
singing  and  sharing  his  experience  in 
church.  Now,  20  years  later,  YoYo  sings 
and  shares  his  story  in  200  concerts, 
schools,  and  conventions  each  year. 

Those  20  years  of  ministry,  as 
well  as  the  story  of  YoYo's  accident 
and  YoYo's  and  Sandi's  romance 
have  been  put  into  a  book  written  by 
the  couple  and  titled,  "Good  as 
Grape  Juice."  The  title  comes  from 
YoYo's  response  when  people  ask 
him  how  he  is. 

"Most  evangelists  do  revivals, 
which  means  they  have  to  set  aside 
a  week,"  YoYo  explained.  "We  do 
concerts,  schools,  and  conventions, 
which  means  we  can  take  on  more 
..  „  w  ^  ...  commitments." 

'  —  Evangelist  YoYo  Collins  The  success  of  his  ministry,  YoYo 
tef  intcMheir  joint  evangelis-  ^  Ues  m  Sandi's  ability  to  create  a 
certs,  schools,  and  conven-  schedule.  "When  we  first  started  the 
ings  and  shares  his  life  story,  ministry  i  called  pastors,  told  them 

about  YoYo  and  asked  if  they  would 

- - -  allow  him  to  sing  and  share  in  their 

iy  age  15  or  so."  churches,"  Sandi  said.  '^Opportunities  mul- 
fe  began  to  turn  tiplied  as  we  met  more  and  more  pastors." 
ng  coach  gave  him  One  of  the  most  important  parts  of  their 
"The  Power  of  the  ministry  is  time  spent  with  pastors  and 

their  wives,  the  Collinses  said. 

>k,  my  mind  was  of  "We  love  to  fellowship  with  them,  listen 
I  accomplished  had  to  them  if  they  want  to  snare  any  problems 
3od,"  Qillins  said,  or  concerns,  pray  with  them,  or  just  be 
understand  every-  there  for  them,"  Sandi  said, 
ether  I  can  see  it  or  Collins  can  be  reached  at  (918)  434-5949. 


Tim  Bearden,  leader  of  the 
Tennessee  Baptist 

Convention's  missions  aware¬ 
ness  and  involvement  group. 

"All  of  these  statistics  are 
important  because  people 


important  because  people  are 
out  of  the  rain,  people  have 
come  to  know  jesus  Christ, 
and  houses  of  worship  have 
been  left  behind  for  people  to 
be  discipled,"  said  Bearden, 
who  traveled  Feb.  14-16  to 
Nicaragua  to  evaluate  the  dis¬ 
aster-recovery  partnership 
with  leaders  from  the 
Arkansas  Baptist  Convention, 
Baptist  Convention  of  Mary¬ 
land/  Delaware,  Missouri 
Baptist  Convention,  and  the 


Mississippi  Baptists  are  cur¬ 
rently  in  a  partnership  with 
the  Baptist  Convention .  of 
Maryland/Delaware,  and  also 
in  a  hurricane  relief  partner¬ 
ship  with  Baptists  in  nearby 
Honduras. 

The  evaluation  revealed 
more  than  180  volunteers 
have  responded  to  needs  in 
Nicaragua.  Besides  numerous 
construction  teams,  one  med¬ 
ical  team  from  Central 
Church,  Johnson  City,  Tenn., 
treated  770  patients. 


nDirectiywns 


Other  results  of  the  part¬ 
nership  effort  include  the  dis¬ 
tribution  of  1,000  Bibles  and 


Jim  Futral,  executive  director-treasurer 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board 


more  than  20  showings  of  die 
"Jesus"  film 


From  the  volunteers' 
response  to  Nicaraguans' 
needs,  10  people  have  made 
commitments  to  career  or  long¬ 
term  missions,  Bearden  said. 
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Sunday  School  32-year 
perfect  attendance  bar. 
Her  two  daughters, 
Brynn,  age  19,  just 
received  her  19th  year 
perfect  attendance  bar 
and  her  other  daughter, 

Pi^a,I?T  ChTCJ'  SmShdaJ*'  he,d  deacon  ordination  services  on  Feb.  20.  hS^Uth^year  perfect 
w^red  (fr°rn'eft),a:f,Ravld  Luce'  pastor;  Brad  Stokes;  Lane  Cothern;  Noel  attendance  bar.  Cary  F 
Wroten;  and  David  Wicker.  Worthington  is  pastor  . 


Trinity  Church,  Petal,  held  an  ordination  of  deacons  for  Byron 
Sigrest  and  Steven  Johnson  on  Feb.  27.  Pictured  (from  left)  are 
Sigrest,  Johnson,  and  David  Melton,  pastor. 


Col 


Greg  Spencer,  a  senior  at 
Mississippi  College  from 
Rolling  Fork,  was  recently 
awarded  a  scholarship  by  the 
Board  of  Ministerial  Education, 
an  agency  of  the  Mississippi 
Baptist  Convention.  Spencer, 
who  will  graduate  in  May, 
plans  to  attend  Beeson  Divinity 
School,  Birmingham,  Ala.,  for 
graduate  work.  Pictured  (from 
left)  are  Spencer  and  Les 
Hughes,  chair  of  the 
Department  of  Christian 
Studies  and  Philosophy. 

The  Mississippi  College 
department  of  art  will  present 
the  works  of  the  senior  art 
majors  in  an  exhibit  in  Samuel 


Marshall  Gore  Art  Gallery  in 
Aven  Hall.  The  exhibit  started 


Spencer  and  Hughes 


a.m.-2  p.m.,  Monday  through 
Friday.  The  exhibit  will  feature 
the  work  of  the  seniors  in  interi¬ 
or  design,  graphic  design,  art 
education,  and  general  art. 

Mississippi  College  Players 
will  present  Neil  Simon's 
"God's  Favorite,"  a  comic  re¬ 
telling  of  the  Biblical  Job  story, 
on  April  6-8, 10,  and  11  at  7  p.m. 
nightly  and  on  April  9  for  a  2 

Em.  Sunday  matinee  in  Aven 
ittle  Theater.  For  more  infor¬ 
mation  or  ticket  reservations, 
call  (601)  925-3224. 

Spring  trimester 
enrollment  at 

William  Carey 
College  is  thfe 
largest  in  the  history 
of  the  college. 
Registrar  Cathy  Van 
Devender  released 
final  spring  enroll¬ 
ment  number  of 
2214  students.  The 
previous  high  was 
in  1993  when  2195 
students  were 
enrolled.  The  spring 
number  represents  a 
12.5%  increase  over 
spring  1999. 

Mississippi 
College  (MC) 
department  of 
music  will  present 
"A  Spring  Choral 


Gala,"  featuring  the  MC 
Chamber  Choir  and  the 
Mississippi  Girl's  Choir.  The 

ferformance  will  be  April  3  in 
rovine  Chapel  at  7:30  p.m.  For 
more  information,  call  the 
office  of  public  relations  at  (601) 
925-3239. 

The  William  Carey  College 
speech  and  debate  team 
(Forensics)  has  produced  a 
national  championship  debate 
team  while  successfully 
defending  its  third  place  over¬ 
all  national  ranking.  Rori 
Durbin  and  Jason  Ruiz  were 
named  National  Parliamentary 
Debate  Champions  at  the  Pi 
Kappa  Delta  National 


Tournament  which  was  recent¬ 
ly  held  in  St.  Louis,  Mo.  The 
Carey  team  also  placed  fourth 
in  individual  events  sweep- 
stakes  and  fifth  in  debate 
sweepstakes.  For  more  infor¬ 
mation  about  the  forensics  pro¬ 
gram,  contact  i  Darren  Van 
Michael  at  1-800-962-5991,  ext 
207;  or  (601)  582-6207. 

The  Office  of  Continuing 
Education  at  Mississippi 
College  is  offering  a  Microsoft 
Excel  course.  Classes  are  sched¬ 
uled  to  be  held  each  Monday 
night  from  6-8  p.m.,  April  6-27. 
The  cost  of  the  course  is  $125. 
For  additional  information,  call 
(601)  925-3301. 
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MS  Positions  Available 


INTERIM  PART-TIME  YOUTH  MINISTER 

needed  at  the  First  Baptist  Church  erf  Lyman, 
Gulfport,  MS.  Please  send  resume  to  FBC 
Lyman,  14321  Old  Highway  49,  Gulfport, 
MS  39503,  or  call  228-832-2159. 
SOCIETY  Hill  BAPTIST  CHURCH  seeks 
bi-vocational  or  student  youth  minister. 
Send  resume  to  :  )im  Langston,  Rt  1  Box 
69B,  Oakvale,  MS  39656,  call  601-792- 
8119  or  fax  601-792-4709. 


PART-TIME  MINISTER  OF  MUSIC. 

Send  resume  to:  Music  Search 
Committee,  c/o  Eastwood  Baptist 
Church,  P.O.  Box  466,  Indianola,  MS 
38751.  Call  601-887-4404. 

PIANIST  AND/OR  ORGANIST  NEEDED 
for  growing  church  in  Reservoir  area. 
Call  60]  -924-0569  or  829-1004  for 
more  information. 


WE  SPECIALIZE  IN  VANS  Featuring  6 
to  1 5  passenger  vans,  customized  and 
panel  vans.  Daily  and  weekly  rates. 
Auto  &  Truck  Rental,  Jackson  (601) 
948-339  L  Since  1965.  _ 

CFI  —  PEWS,  NEW  &  used. 
Baptistries,  steeples,  &  stained  glass, 
MS  &  ALA.  1  -800-830-0583. 
PARADISE  LANES:  Mississippi's  only 
smoke  and  alcohol  free  Bowling 
Center.  Call  about  Lock-ins,  group 
rates,  fund  raisers,  and  leagues. 
Located  at  820  Cooper  Road,  Jackson, 
MS,  (601)  372-7700. 

NORRIS  BOOKBINDING  COMPANY, 
INC.  Old  Bibles  rebound.  Also  church 
bulletins  and  hymnals.  For  more  infor¬ 
mation  call  662-453-7424  or  fax  us  at. 
662-455-6743.  Located  at  107  North 
|  Stone  Avenue,  Greenwood,  MS  38930. 
GROUPS  CALL  KELLER'S  COUNTRY 
DORM  RESORT,  Eureka  Springs,  Ark, 
for  excellent  seats  at  The  Great 
Passion  Play,  plus  lodging,  recreation, 
and  meals,  all  for  just  $36  each! 

Details.  1  -800-859-8952. _ 

MIN.  OF  MUSIC  new  to  Jackson 
seeks  work.  FT/PT/supply/revivals. 
Eight  years  experience.  Excellent  ref¬ 
erences.  Call  601-206-1163. 
BRANSON,  MO  CONDO  sleeps  six 
Stay  3  nights,  4th  free  or  5  nights,  2  free. 
Free  coffee,  tea,  and  cocoa.  $100.00 
daily.  Register  for  free  return  trip.  Call 
early  for  reservations  662-746-4632. 


INTERIOR  ELEMENTS  Stained  Glass 
Studio:  Custom  church  windows. 
Columbus  -  toll  free  1-877-477-1899. 
FIRST  BAPTIST  CHURCH  OF  FOLEY, 
ALABAMA  is  seeking  to  fill  two  full¬ 
time  positions.  Education  and  Youth 
Pastor  -  Seminary  degree  in  Religious 
Education  required.  FAITH  trained 
preferable.  Skilled  in  organizing  and 
growing  a  Sunday  School  and  a  youth 
minsitry.  Minister  of  Music  and 
Activities  -  Seminary  graduate  with  two 
years  experience.  An  advocate  of-both 
traditional  and  contemporary  music. 
Skilled  in  organizing  a  fully  age  graded 
music  ministry  including  choirs,  praise 
groups,  ensembles,  etc.  Send  resume 
to.  P.O.  Box  307,  Foley,  AL  36536  or 

fax  to  (334)  943-3897. _ 

ASSOCIATE  PASTOR:  Individual  must 
possess  desire/ability  for  assisting  the 
church  in  creating  new  ministry  mod¬ 
els  and  a  willingness  to  have  responsi¬ 
bilities  directed  by  developing  as  well 
as  existing  needs.  Send  resume  to 
Associate  Pastor  Search  Committee, 
Southwest  Baptist  Church,  6401 
Scanlan,  St.  Louis,  MO  63139. 

USED  CHURCH  PEWS  Contact  Bethel 
Baptist  Church,  601-587-4661. 
HEIDELBERG  STAINED  GLASS, 
Meridian.  _  Design,  Fabrication, 
Repair.  Fax  illustrations  to  (601) 
483-7958  or  call  1  -800-368-2705.  i 
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is  supported  by  the  Lena  Church,  Lena,  held 
Mississippi  Baptist  ground  breaking  for  a  new 

Convention  through  its  Men's  addition  to  its  building.  The 
Ministry  and  Evangelism  addition  will  include  a  tellow- 
Departments.  A  pre-tourna-  ship  hall  (downstairs)  and 
ment  meeting,  which  includes  classrooms  (upstairs).  The 
a  free  meal  and  the  sharing  of  building  committee  (pictured 
a  gospel  message,  will  be  held  from  left)  are  Tom  Stevens, 
at  Ridgecrest  Church,  pastor;  Sarah  Langford;  Sherry 
Madison,  on  Friday  evening.  Sherman;  Jeff  Rhinewalt;  Larry 
The  agenda  will  include  a  Wood  Sr.;  Wayne  Oxner;  and 
seminar  by  Jackson  profes-  Ed  Mercher,  chairman. 

sional  fisherman  Jeff - . . 

Magee  and  song  by  his 
wife  Kathy.  Phil  Walker, 
pastor  of  Ridgecrest 
Church,  will  be  the 
guest  speaker. 

Interested  fishermen 
desiring  information  on 

cost  and  other  upcom-  Ja 

ing  events  in  Mississippi 
should  Jim  I 

Phillips  in  Greenwood  ^  Ip 

aM662H53-7818  or  (662)  «,p  ||f 


Rankin  Association  had  ground  breaking  for 


Kanion  Association  nad  ground  breaking  for  its  new  associa- 
tional  facility  on  March  12.  The  5,000  square  feet  office  building 
will  be  located  at  202  Park  Place  Drive  in  Pearl.  Pictured  (from 
left)  are  Larry  Sones,  architect;  J.  C.  Renfroe,  retired  director  of 
missions;  J.  T.  Laird,  chairman,  properties  committee;  Leroy 
Brewer,  moderator;  Allen  Stephens,  director  of  missions;  and  Bob 
Dominy,  pastor,  Park  Place  Church. 

Mississippi  Association,  The  Fishers  of  Men's  Tim  Frith  and 
Liberty,  will  hold  its  spring  National  Tournament  Trail,  Gospel  Echoes  of  Pearl 
association  meetmg  at  Hebron  Mississippi  Division,  will  be  will  present  a  concert  at 
Church,  7  p.m.,  on  April  10.  held  April  1  on  Ross  Barnett  Wesson  Church 

The  speaker  will  be  David  Reservoir.  This  Christian  Wesson,  April  2  at  6 
Michel.  Alton  Foster  is  director  based  organization  is  in  its  p.m.  For  more  informa- 
ot  missions.  second  year  in  Mississippi  and  tion,  call  (601)  939-6444. 


Ground  breaking  at  Lena  Church,  Lena 


First,  Marion:  April  2-5; 


Newhebron,  (Lawrence):  Freedom,  Laurel:  April  9-12; 

_ a  rt.  p j  .  t  a  i  ^  .  l  ' 


11  a.m.  on  Sunday  and  7  p.m.  9-12;  Sunday,  11  a.m.  and  7  p.m. 
each  evening;  Varton  Douglas,  nightly;  Wayne  Edwards,  evan- 
vocational  evangelist,  gelist;  Jessie  Bennett,  music. 

Columbia,  speaker;  Danny 

Perkins,  Batesville,  music.  Wheeler  Grove,  Corinth: 

...  ,  .  April  2-5;  Sunday,  6:30  p.m.; 

West  Laurel,  Laurel:  April  9-  Mon.-Wed.,'  7  p.m.;  Danny 
12,  Sunday,  10:30  a.m.  and  6  Lanier,  Meridian,  evangelist; 
p.m.;  Mon.-Wed.,  noon  and  7  Kara  Blackard,  pastor. 

{>.m.;  Richard  Belcher,  evange- 

ist;  Floyd  Grice,  music;  Cary  F.  Glendale,  Glen:  April  2-5; 
Worthington,  pastor.  Sunday,  11  a.m.  and  6:30  p.m.; 

Mon.-Wed.,  7  D.m.;  Randy 
^ irsL  Houlka:  April  2-5;  Latch,  Jackson,  Term.,  evange- 
Bible  study  high  attendance  at  list;  James  Melton,  pastor. 

9:45  a.m.,  worship  at  10:50  a.m., 

covered  dish  dinner  at  noon,  Robinhood,  Brandon:  April 
and  6  p.m.  service;  Mon.-Wed.,  2-5;  sendees,  7  p.m.;  Harold 
7  p.m.;  Jimmy  McClendon,  Bryson,  Pearl,  evangelist;  Barry 
speaker;  Melinda  Kopp,  music;  Lyall,  Clinton,  music;  Don  G. 
David  Blackwell,  pastor.  Nerren,  pastor. 


You  Can  Respond  Right  Now! 

Simply  share  the  following  prayer 
with  God  in  your  own  words: 

1.  Lord,  I  admit  that  I  need  you. 

(J  have  sinned.) 

2. 1  want  forgiveness  for  my  sins 
and  freedom  from  eternal  death. 

(/  repent.) 

3. 1  believe  Jesus  died  and  rose 
from  the  grave  to  forgive  my 
sins  and  to  restore  my  rela¬ 
tionship  with  you. 

(I  believe  in  Jesus.) 

4.  By  faith,  I  invite  Jesus  Christ 
into  my  life.  From  this  time 
on,  I  want  to  live  in  a  loving 
relationship  with  him. 

(I  receive  Christ  as  my  Savior 
and  Lord.) 

But  as  many  as  receded  him,  to 
them  he  ga\e  the  right  to  become 
children  of  God,  even  to  those  who 
belie\'e  in  his  name  (John  1:12). 

If  you  make  a  decision  for. 
Jesus  Christ  today,  contact 
a  local  Baptist  church  for 
spiritual  guidance. 


A  Marriage  Seminar 

to  make  you  laugh,  think, 
grab  your  heart,  and  give  you  hope 

April  28-29,  2000 

Presented  by: 

Colonial  Heights  Baptist  Church 
5708  Old  Canton  Road 
Jackson,  Mississippi  39211 
601-956-5000 

$35.00  per  couple  if  you  sign  up  by  April  9th. 


JARS  OF  a 
CLAY  I 


Burlap  to 
Cashmere  and 
David  Wilcox 


-  sponsored  by 
University 
Baptist  Church, 
Baton  Rouge, 


www.jarsofclay.com 

www.musicforce.com 

www.ifileftthezoo.com 


Childcare,  Friday  dinner,  Saturday  breakfast  provided 


March  30,  2000 


The  Baptist  Record 


Analysis:  Does  Ventura  have  message  for  Christians? 

„  ,  51°re..  t*ian  4,300  feet  long  and  struggling  to  keep  their  heads  moves  in  concentric  circles  ti 

SBC  International  Mission  Board  750  feet  wide  —  with  parks,  above  the  waves  of  life.  And  our  neighbors,  cities,  nation  - 

Diruwr>xrr.  ,,  sports  centers,  theaters,  luxury  they're  watching  you  —  at  least  and  all  me  nations.  It's  not  easi 


— - —  -  - ie  nations.  It's  not  easy. 

the  ones  who  even  notice  your  It's  not  convenient.  But  it's  real, 
existence.  Some  24  million  During  last  year's  dark, 
Americans  week-long  Camaval  street  party 
? reject  any  reli-  in  Salvador,  Brazil,  a  disheveled 
'W  J  gious  affilia-  woman  with  a  beer  in  one  hand 
%-i#pi‘Jtion;  tens  of  and  cigarette  in  the  other  hurled 
millions  more  abuse  at  Christian  volunteers 
"'%.  “#'Bare  nominal  preaching  the  Gospel. 

X.  „  i  church  mem-  “She  must  have  screamed 

jg  bers,  cult  fol-  insults  and  curse  words  down 

p  fSBl lowers  or  on  us  for  15  minutes,"  relates 

embrace  a  Southern  Baptist  missionary 
-M  hk  I  vague  "spiri-  Karen  Gray. 
c-JJr  SI  tuality"  that  The  volunteers  prayed  for 
f  t'  ft*  ?-]  .•■  gives  and  the  woman,  laying  hands  on 
,  iut#  *  « demands  her  building.  "The  landlord 
i  nothing.  warned  them  that  she  often  had 

t£p  Guilt  or  screaming  fits  and  seemed  to  be 
sense  of  duty  under  demonic  influence.  Yet 
will  never  after  their  prayers,  she  watched 
JO  consistently  them  from  her  balcony  in  total 

l&ljjt  motlvate  us  to  silence  for  the  rest  of  that  night 

reach  over  the  —  and  the  next. 

■  sides  of  our  "The  Lord  impressed  upon 
urn  bright,  com-  me  the  need  to  physically  touch 

fortable  boats  her,"  Gray  says.  "On  Sunday 

into  the  darkness.  Only  the  love  night  she  came  down  to  the 
of  Christ  will.  If  it's  missing,  if  street,  well-groomed,  and  I 
we  just  sit  on  our  padded  deck  introduced  myself  and  shook 
chairs  and  soak  up  the  rays,  her  hand.  She  grunted  her 


RICHMOND,  Va.  (BP)  —  condos.  It  w 
Minnesota  Gov.  Jesse  "The  115,000  wealth 
Body"  Ventura,  former  profes-  perpetual 
sional  wrestling  star,  told  (and  tax-free) 
Playboy  magazine  last  year  search  for  sun 
that  organized  religion  is  a  and  fun.  "An 
"sham"  and  a  "crutch  for  weak-  ideal  place  to 
minded  people."  live,"  says  the 

Well,  you  can't  accuse  promo. 
Ventura  of  being  a  typical  Friendly, 
politician.  He  may  spend  more  safe,  and 
time  giving  interviews  than  secure." 
governing,  but  he  speaks  his  Its  estimat- 
mind.  As  for  his  knowledge  of  ed  construc- 
"shams"  that  attract  "weak-  tion  cost,  $8.5 
minded  people,"  late-night  billion,  is 
comedian  Jay  Leno  had  a  snap-  twice  the  size 
py  comeback:  "Gee,  isn't  it  of  the  entire 
good  that  professional  annual  gross 
wrestling  isn't  like  that?"  domestic 

Let's  resist,  however,  the  urge  product  of 
to  body-slam  "The  Body"  long  Honduras, 
enough  to  examine  ourselves.  Minimum- 
It's  a  given  that  America's  cul-  wage  workers 
tural  and  media  elites  generally  there,  who 
loathe  Bible-believing  earn  an  aver- 

Christians,  but  why  do  so  many  age  of  $2.50  a 
other  folks  outside  the  church  apply  for  a  crui 
hold  us  in  contempt?  think  the 

True,  Jesus  said  the  world  really  .  int 
would  hate  his  children  as  it  Hondurans,"  a 
hated  him  —  but  he  also  told  us  the  mega-bo 
to  love  the  world  as  his  Father  admitted  in 
does.  Does  the  world  sense  reporter's  que 
God's  love  in  you,  or  your  own  ding.  This  $nve 
indifference?  Your  right  doctrine  to  the  term  ^gat 
means  nothing  to  the  world  —  What  is  the  "i 
except  as  an  object  of  ridicule  —  church?  Do  yot 
unless  it  senses  his  love.  lines  to  the  po< 

Too  often,  American  church-  drowning  in  ar 
es  resemble  that  floating  plea-  ness?  Or  do  you 
sure  palace  reportedly  being  of  ever-sunnier  v 
built  off  the  coast  of  Honduras,  retreats,  and  sp 
one  of  the  hemisphere's  poorest  heedless  of  thos< 
nations.  Builders  say  it  will  be  They're  out 
the  biggest  boat  in  history  —  around  in  the 


Fla.  (BP)  — 
in  was  invit- 
arch  9  invo- 


the  Florida  House  of 


New  Internet  site  links  the  lost  with  Christians 

RICHMOND,  Va.  (BP)  — 

Looking  for  a  free  Internet  site 
to  tell 


members  of  the  House. 


„?®P^Je,ams  or8  on  the  viding  a  place  where  interested 
Wide  Web.  Christians  can  glean  informa- 

Tne  site,  established  to  help  tion  about  a  people  group  or 
iristians  learn  about  different  culture  and  pray  according  to 
ople  groups  and  their  need  its  particular  needs, 
the  Gospel,  was  launched  in  PeopleTeams.org  currently 


has  recently 

called 

Bradley  j  4S] 

White  asB/i  .  $k]3 

minister  ot 
musie  uor-  Bf 
ship  pastor. 

Ills  previous  ^ 

place  of  ^r- 
vice  was  38th 

Avenue  in  white 

Hattiesburg. 

White  received  his  education  at 
William  Carey  College  and  is  a 
student  at  New  Orleans 
Seminary.  Bradley  Rushing  is 
pastor  of  Salem  Church. 


the  University 
of  Southern 
Mississippi  and 
Mid-America 
Baptist 
Theological 
Semi 


Carpenter  Bus  Sales,  Inc. 

328  Southgate  Court,  Brentwood,  TN  37027 

CallToday:  (800)  370-6180 


nary.  H 
is  previ-  v 
ously  served  |J U 
as  pastor  of  m 
Yockanookany 
Church  in  Kosciusko. 


LifeWay  Discount 
15  passenger  vans 
We  buy  used  buses 
www.carpenterbus.com 


Glade  Church,  Laurel,  has 
called  Stephen  Bryant  as  asso¬ 
ciate  pastor  and  minister  of  stu¬ 
dents  effective  April  2.  Bryant 
received  his  education  at 
William  Carey  College.  His  pre¬ 
vious  place  of  service  was 
Salem  Heights  Church,  Laurel. 


Monday  -  Friday  7:30  -  4:30 
M>5  •  Exil  242  •  Pelham.  AL 

Transportation  South,  Inc. 

800-367-9463  or  205-663  ABUS 


Available  in  20'  to  3T  models 
(12  to  47  passengers.  New  A  Used) 


Since  1953 
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can  say  what  our  various  reac¬ 
tions  would  be  if  an  angel  of 
the  Lord  suddenly  appeared  at 
a  church  service? 

Anne  Long 
Saucier 


TV  TRASH  great  God  has  people  of  low  recommend.  Resumes  shot 

income  and  fixed  incomes  that  sent  to  me  at  First  Baptist  Cl 
Editor:  he  has  given  the  grace  to  give  to  1100  West  Tenth  Av 

I  read  with  interest  The  his  cause  above  their  ability  Anchorage,  AK  99501-3313 
Baptist  Record  editorial  (March  while  at  times  lacking  some-  Marvin  Owen 

16)  concerning  the  television  thing  they  need,  while  he  can-  Anchorage,  AK 

show  entitled  v'God,  the  Devil,  not  give  this  same  grace  to  men 
and  Bob,"  and  I  totally  agree  qualified  to  be  administrators  in 

with  the  writer.  It  would  be  so  our  convention  who  can  give  of  TROUBLED  BY  REMARKS  GOD  IS  SO  GOOD 
nice  to  turn  on  my  television  their  time  and  talents  for,  say, 
once  in  a  while  and  not  see  so  $75,000  to  100,000  a  year, 
much  bad  stuff.  It  seems  that  The  reason  for  this  ironic 
nearly  every  time  I  turn  on  my  satire  is  a  call  I  received  from  our 

TV,  I  nave  to  turn  it  off  because  state  convention  wanting  to  have  Record  concerning 
I  can't  find  anything  decent  to  a  one-day  stewardship  revival.  I 
watch.  I  did  wish  to  comment  q 

on  one  thing  in  particular.  It  of  this  revival,  then  explained  reactions  which  might  be  inter- 
seems  ironic  to  me  that  the  sta-  my  reason.  I  am  sorry,  but  until  preted  as  "charismatic." 
tions  that  refused  to  air  the  our  leaders  lead  by  example  and  I  am  a  Baptist  and  a  charis- 
show  "God,  the  Devil,  and  not  by  greed  I  cannot  in  good  matic  and  this  bothers  me.  In 
Bob"  are  the  same  stations  that  conscience  ask  the  widow,  elder-  the  first  place  it  shows  a  woeful 
continue  to  air  shows  like  "Will  ly,  and  the  low  income  to  dig  into  ignorance  of  both  the  word's 
and  Grace,"  and  "Veronica's  their  pockets  simply  to  pay  out-  definition  and  the  movement 
Closet,"  which  promote  homo-  landish  salaries.  itself.  The  word  "charismatic" 

sexuality,  bad  adult  language.  Perhaps  the  church  needs  to  applied  to  a  Christian  or  a 

and  promiscuity.  I  would  like,  think  about  being  responsible  cnurch  means  simply  that  he  or 

one  day,  to  see  these  same  sta-  stewards  of  our  monies.  I  will  it  believes  in  the  present  day  . 

tions  airing  more  "Focus  on  the  continue  to  fully  support  the  efficacy  of  the  gifts  of  the  Holy  sing  and  had  difficulty  swal- 
Family"  documentaries  (such  established  offering,  out  will  Spirit  as  described  in  1  Cor.  12.  lowing,  but  God  continues  to 
as  the  ones  they  have  been  advise  the  church  where  I  pas-  When  conservative  heal.  I  was  able  to  begin  my 

showing  instead  of  "God,  the  tor  to  keep  its  money  and  use  it  Christians  say  "charismatic"  ministry  as  minister  of  music 
Devil,  and  Bob"),  rather  than  responsibly  in  Jerusalem.  they  are  usually  referring  to  the  of  Paul  Truitt  Memorial 

the  trash  they  currently  show.  Larry  Smith  individual's  church's  action  to  Church  again  on  August  16. 

Michael  Williams  Sardis  seeing  or  feeling  these  gifts  in  About  the  same  time  I 

Clinton  action.  If  shouting,  jumping,  or  resumed  my  work  with  Wesley 

falling  down  annoys,  then  fault  College  and  the  church  music 
DIRECTOR  SEARCH  BEGINS  the  individual  or  church.  To  be  department  of  the  Mississippi 
RESPONSIBLE  STEWARDS  sure  such  reactions  can  become  Baptist  Convention  Board. 

Editor:  troublesome  because  they  can  i  believe  that  God  is  leading 

Editor:  Cloyd  Sullins,  executive  direc-  lure  attention  away  from  the  me  to  join  with  those  who  took 

I  write  to  exclaim  "What  a  tor-treasurer  of  the  Alaska  Baptist  working  of  the  Spirit.  care  of  me  and  prayed  for  me 

great  and  awesome  God  we  Convention,  has  announced  his  Before  we  fault  such  church-  during  the  great  journey  we 
have."  This  great  God  that  we  upcoming  retirement.  We  are  es  or  people  too  much,  let's  have  all  been  making  together, 
have  calls  upon  poor  old  wid-  beginning  the  process  to  find  think  awhile  about  how  often  Several  friends,  colleagues, 
ows  to  give  sacrificially  while  he  God's  man  to  lead  our  conven-  the  gifts  of  tongues,  sponta-  and  members  of  the  medical 
expects  us  to  pay  administrators  tion  in  the  coming  years.  We  ask  neous  healings,  and  uncom-  team  will  join  me  in  singing, 
in  our  national  convention  for  your  prayers,  and  for  resumes  mon  miracles  are  evidenced  in  playing,  and  sharing  during  a 
OSO  000  dollars  a  vear!  This  of  individuals  that  you  feel  led  to  non-charismatic  churches.  Who  celebration  service  at  6:30p.m. 


Editor:  Editor: 

I  have  been  troubled  by  the  It  was  iust  one  year  ago, 
remarks  I  have  read  in  the  Saturday,  April  3,  1999,  that  at 
'  j  Emmaus  the  point  of  death  I  was  taken 
retreats.  The  main  objection  to  the  Mississippi  Baptist 
questioned  him  about  his  focus  seems  to  be  that  it  results  in  Medical  Center  suffering  from 
'  *  *  ....  *  ■  ■  -•  •  •  *  ‘  *  *  ’  '  ‘  ■  necrotizing  fasciitis  (the  flesh 

eating  bacteria).  God  used  a 
wonderful  medical  team  and 
thousands  of  prayer  warriors 
to  perform  a  miracle,  returning 
me  to  my  life  and  ministry. 

God  has  been  so  good.  The 
hospital  stay,  which  was  pro¬ 
jected  to  be  six  months  to  a 
year,  only  lasted  seven  weeks. 
For  several  months,  I  could  not 


Witnessing 


Ridgecrest  Baptist  Church 

Madison,  Mississippi 

May  5-6,  2000 

Workshops 

Saturday  May  6  I 

8:00  a.m.  -  3:15  P.M.  LJH 


Through  Media 

Awards  Banquet  ^ 

Friday  May  5  % 

6:00-9:00  P.M. 


CHURCH  BELLS  COMFORT 


Editor: 

I  moved  to  Bruce  in  1996.  I 
was  reared  in  the  Banner 
Community  and  am  a  member 
of  the  Baptist  church  there. 
However,  I  attend  the  Rocky 
Branch  Church  near  Bruce. 

I  have  a  question  that  no 
one  seems  to  be  able  to  answer. 
It  is  a  question  that  I  feel  is  a 
lost  tradition  and  a  very 
important  one:  What  hap¬ 
pened  to  the  church  bells? 

We  no  longer  have  prayer  in 
school,  and  cannot  post  the 
Ten  Commandments.  I  wonder 
what's  next. 

I  lived  in  Europe  for  12 
years  and  there  is  nothing  so 
comfortable  and  a  feeling  of 
contentment  as  hearing  the 
numerous  church  bells,  espe¬ 
cially  at  Christmas. 

It  makes  one  truly  realize 
the  true  meaning  of  the  church 
and  its  teachings. 

Robert  W.  Gordon 

Bruce 


Chip  Turner 
Getting  Started 
in  Media 


Tony  Brooks 
Sound  Advice 


Stan  Grubb 
How  Shall  They  Hear 


J.J.  Jasper 
Awards  Banquet 
Speaker 


Creative 
Production  & 
How  Did  They 
Do  That? 


Don  Moore 
Nuts  and  Bolts 
of  Camera 
Operation 


Don  Warren 


Registration  dcadune  is  April  25,  2000 

Cost  of  $25  per  person  is  for  Fri.  &  Sat.  Includes  all  meals  and  conference  materials.  Advance 
registration  must  be  made.  Make  check  payable  to  MBCB  and  mail  to: 

Farrell  Blankenship,  WMT, 

PO  Box  530,  Jackson,  MS  39205-0530.  .  . 


Wes  Pegues 
Internet:  Spinning  a 
Spiritual  Web 


The  Baptist  Record 


March  30,  2000 


Letters  to 
the  Editor 


Unsigned  letters  will  not  be  print¬ 
ed.  No  multi-copy  or  form  letters 
will  be  used. 

Each  correspondent  must  include 
an  address  and  telephone  number 
for  verification.  In  special  instances, 
name  may  be  withheld  at  writer's 
request  and  editor's  discretion. 

Please  include  the  name  of  coop¬ 
erating  Mississippi  Baptist  church 
where  correspondent  is  a  mem¬ 
ber.  (Mississippi  Baptists'  letters 
will  receive  priority  when  space 
is  limited.)' 

Letters  must  be  limited  to  250 
words.  All  correspondence  is 
subject  to  editing. 

Correspondents  should  refrain 
from  personal  attacks.  The  opin¬ 
ions  expressed  in  letters  to  the  edi¬ 
tor  do  not  necessarily  reflect  the 
views  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist 
Convention  Board. 

No  more  than  one  letter  from  any 
individual  will  be  printed  during 
a  three-month  period. 

When  in  the  judgement  of  the 
editor  a  given  issue  has  received 
sufficient  attention,  correspon¬ 
dence  dealing  with  it  will  no 
longer  be  published  and  a  notice 
will  be  printed  to  that  effect. 


Amazed  missionaries  watch  God  at  work 


MALINDI,  Kenya  (BP)  — 

The  14-year-old  boy  spotted  a 
group  of  strangers  walking  ies 

Hdown  the  coun¬ 
try  path.  His 
curiosity  was 
piqued  when  goal 
they  stopped  to 
talk  to  a  man.  He 
hid  behind  a 
mud-packed 
home  and  lis¬ 
tened  as  the  visi-  tor  worship 
tors  spoke  of  magic.  Most 
God's  let 

As  Kenyan  alone  seen  a  Bible.  D  v (  _/.V_  '  *  t  ti  “  , 

pastor  Samuel  Because  of  the  small  **>.•»  f  s'C'L-  '  ,. 

response  to  the  gospel!  *  '  ^  ‘ 1  ,,  .  “jtf 

among  the  Giriama,  fellow '  H/ ^ 

missionaries  thought  Clav  I*!;,*,,, »;  .  ’  *..* 

was  cra/v  when,  in  1M74.  he  v  *-  ,3t  ’ 

said  God  ga\e  him  a  vision  'mSSBBSBBIBSBk 

tor  starting  100  churches!  *  JT  f  ff  ’  *  $'.  ■  fm. 

among  the  C.iriama  in  the  I  ~  ' "  y  \  *''»*  !..  o  ,'ww  Vg^: 

next  three  years.  At  the  time,  ..■  fit  *  <  tr  A  '-'t&  ^f^L.  ..  if  _  '  |/T| 

there  were  only  six  Baptist  ™  *’*■  V*  '  ..  * •  %  ,  t  !,'!*  ■Y»,%| 

churches  and  very  few  ' if*  •<*  Gi4  -fjr  ‘  .£j  /  ►  “/ 

Christians.  .  *  > '  Id* 

The  couple  worked  hard  /t;  ;#  ■«.#'•  1^--  *'&i 

after  the  revelation,  visiting  ,  -•«*, 

homes  and  sharing  Christ  7  *  £  jkTY  .  "  ,n  f,  »  eoit"® 

with  more  zeal  than  ever.  fi,-vyu  *'**&&+  .*  ^  _  .  :  ? 

Ten  more  churches  were 
started  out  of  their  effort,  but 

few  lasted.  OPEN  AND  RECEPTIVE  —  Pastor  Samuel  Katana  watches  as  volun- 

"That's  when  Pat  and  I  teers.  lead  a  group  of  Giriama  to  Christ.  More  than  22,000  people 
discovered  we  were  not  received  Christ  as  Savior  during  an  evangelistic  effort  in  Kenya  in  June 
good  church  planters,"  and  July  1999.  (BP  photo  by  Sue  Sprenkle) 

Coursey  said.  "Every  church - — - - - - 

we  started  collapsed.  Every  "Our  churches  grew  up  the  1980s.  The  highlight  for  the 
church  that  one  of  the  Giriama  with  an  indigenous  mentality  couple,  however,  came  recently 
had  a  direct  hand  in  starting  of  taking  care  of  themselves/'  when  the  churches  appointed  a 
peak,  seemed  to  flourish."  Coursey  said.  "From  the  very  committee  to  study  possibilities 

ist  on  A  new  strategy  developed,  beginning  they  took  the  lead  of  evangelizing  other  areas  and 
D°Ur*  Srad.uates  from  the  role,  and  we  were  there  to  edu-  even  other  countries. . 
g,  the  Baptist  Seminary  of  East  Africa  cate,  encourage,  and  support."  "In  that  meeting,  I  saw  them 

run-  in  Arusha,  Tanzania,  teamed  up  A  series  of  church-planting  turn  from  looking  only  at 
lam  with  Ginama  elders  to  evange-  seminars  in  1984  caught  the  themselves  and  their  people  to 
been  lizearea  villages.  interest  of  28  congregations.  looking  at  the  world/' Coursey 

>ne  to  The  teams  traveled  through  That  year,  more  than  20  new  said. 

love,  the  countryside  giving  testi-  churches  were  started  by  the  "That's  what  it  is  all  about — 

ds  monies  and  teaching  the  Bible,  seminar  participants.  Now  reaching  out  to  those  who  do 
could  More  than  180  churches  were  many  churches  consider  them-  not  know  Ghrict 


plete.  Clay  and  Pat  will  retire  in  started  in  the  first  year.  Ninety 
August  with  no  IMB  missionar-  of  those  churches  survived  ana 
lacing  them.  still  thrive  today, 

le  idea  is  to  use  local  By  1977,  the  100  churches  the 
churches  and  their  members  to  Lora  had  promised  had  been 
plant  new  churches.  The  main  planted  ana  were  in  the  begin- 
1  is  to  disciple  local  believ-  rung  stages  of  laying  a  firm 
ers  to  take  over  the  ministry  of  foundation.  The  amazed 
the  missionaries.  Courseys  were  convinced  that 

Thirty  years  ago,  87%  of  the  each  new  church  start  needed 
Giriama  practiced  traditional  to  begin  with  local  leadership 

as  ances-  ihstead  of  dependence  on  them, 
black  _______________________ 


took  a  seat  next 
to  the  pastor. 


MAKING  DISCIPLES  — 

Kenya  missionary  Clay 
Coursey  (left)  saw  more  than 
1 80  churches  started  in  the  first 
year  of  a  church-planting  strat¬ 
egy  that  teamed  Baptist  semi¬ 
nary  graduates  with  elders  of 
the  Giriama  people  group.  (BP 
photo  by  Sue  Sprenkle) 


NOBTS  adds 


women  s 
ministry  prof 

NEW  ORLEANS  (BP)  — 
Trustees  of  New  Orleans 
Seminary  (NOBTS)  approved 


Bayne  Pounds  as  the  first 
trustee-elected  professor  of 
women's  ministry  at  a 
Southern  Baptist  seminary 
during  their  March  14-15 
meeting  in  New  Orleans. 

Pounds,  unanimously 
elected  as  assistant  professor 
of  the  women's  ministry  pro¬ 
gram,  Currently  works  with 
the  program  and  serves  as  an 
adjunct  faculty  member  in 
the  Christian  education  divi¬ 
sion  of  the  college  of  under¬ 
graduate  studies. 

"This  is  a  wonderful 
opportunity  to  work  with  so 
many  women  who  have  a 
heart  for  women's  ministry," 
Pounds  said.  "Our  seminary 


R°n  Mmmmver,  Ph  D.  ym 

■"/xjwff  "  Jw  MinislSm Counseling  1 

'  First  Cmrch,  Jackson 

My  wife  has  gone  back  on  her  can  also  act  as  an  unintended  al 
word  before  we  were  married,  and  barrier  that  prevents  the  two  of  w 
now  says  she  wants  children.  1  you  from  developing  a  deeper  ai 
don’t,  so  where  do  we  go  from  here?  marriage!!  Nurture  your  rela-  y< 

tionship;  if  you  do  not  practice  ki 
•  What  people  say  before  they  such  nurturing  on  each  other,  ai 
many  sometimes  changes,  then  any  children  bom  of  die  n< 
mainly  because  people  change,  marriage  will  end  up  as  the  it 
Seek  out  the  reasons  for  her  main  focus  and  that  is  not  their  at 
change  of  heart  —  and  ask  your-  proper  place.  n< 

self  as  well  why  you  haven’t  n( 

changed.  Rather  than  defend  Our  son’s  ex-wife  has  banned  y( 
your  position,  look  for  areas  of  us  from  our  terminally-ill  grand-  to 
agreement  and  disagreement  son’s  hospital  room,  and  our  son  th 
and  pray  for  understanding  for  won’t  get  involved  at  all.  How  do  B< 
the  changes  that  are  taking  place  we  handle  this  mess  ?  d< 

within  your  marriage,  lives,  and  ^ 

individual  needs.  If  your  wife  is  It  is  unfortunate  that  grand-  w 

hoping  a  child  will  make  your  parents  and  children  are  made  yc 
marriage  better,  it  won't  happen,  to  suffer  for  decisions  other  ha 
Sure,  you  11  have  to  work  togeth-  people  have  made.  Talk  with  tic 
er  to  raise  the  child,  but  a  child  your  ex-daughter-in-law,  if  at  m 

Send  tfour  counseling  questions  to  LifeAnstocrs  c/o  The  Baptist  Record,  PO.  Box  530  lacks, 
Name  is  not  required.  Remember,  in  time  of  crisis,  your  pastor  can  make  recommendations  on 


ministry  of  the  local  church 
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Different  marital  standings 


1  Corinthians  6:12-7:16 


By  Neel  Grantham 


To  marry  or  not  to  flmarry, 
that  may  have  been  the  ques¬ 
tion  Paul  was  answering.  In 
6:12-20,  the  Apostle  was  deal¬ 
ing  with  sexual  immorality  and 
the  body.  The  body  was  not  to 
be  defiled  for  several  reasons. 
It  was  not  only  a  sin  against 
God,  but  also  against  one's 
own  body.  For  the  believer  the 
body  is  tne  temple  of  the  Holy 
Spirit.  We  were  bought  with  a 
price.  Because  of  these  things, 
we  should  "glorify  God  with 
our  body." 

In  marriage  or  singleness, 
we  should  live  to  honor  God, 
not  to  honor  self.  We  don't  live 
to  gratify  our  own  desires.  We 
are  instructed  to  be  "filled  with 


Temperance  is  listed 
in  Galatians  5:2-23  as  a 


fruit  of  the  Spirit.  As 
we  live  and  walk  in  Gran 
the  Spirit,  we  should 
live  self-controlled  lives  that 
honor  God. 


as  singles.  As  we  read 
further  in  chapter  7  we 
see  that  the  married 
folks  "careth  for  the 
things  of  the  world," 
such  as  how  to  please 
each  other.  Single  folks, 
freed  from  relational 
obligations,  "careth  for 
the  things  of  the  Lord." 
Grantham  Paul  gives  his  stamp  of 

4  approval  to  the  single 

that  lifestyle  as  a  way  to  glorify 
God  m  the  body. 

s  and  Paul  seems  to  concedes  that 


Approval  of  singleness  and  Paul  seems  to  concedes  that 
marriage  (7:l-2;8-9).  Keeping  marriage  is  only  for  those  who 
in  mind  the  command  to  "glo-  cannot  glorify  God  in  their 
rify  God  in  your  body,"  Paul  body  as  a  single.  It  is  here  that 


rify  God  in  your  body,"  Paul 
deals  with  the  question  of  mar¬ 
riage.  We  don't  know  the  exact 
question  asked,  but  Paul's  first 
words  in  response  were,  "It  is 
good  for  a  man  not  to  touch  a 
woman."  Paul  seems  to  be 
encouraging  single  abstinence. 
In  verse  8  he  said  of  the  unmar¬ 
ried  and  widows;  "It  is  good 
for  them  if  they  abide  even  as 
I."  In  other  words,  Paul  knew 


the  Spirit"  in  Ephesians  5:18.  they  could  glorify  God  easier 


we  must  remind  ourselves  of 
Paul's  dedication  to  God.  In 
Philippians  1:21  he  said,  "for  to 
me  to  live  is  Christ  ..." 
Galatians  2:20  reads,  "I  am  cru¬ 
cified  with  Christ:  nevertheless 
I  live;  yet  not  I,  but  Christ 
liveth  in  me."  For  Paul,  life  was 
about  Christ,  not  self. 
Howeverf  it  was  and  still  is 
good  to  marry.  In  marriage  you 
can  also  glorify  God  in  the 


body  as  you  build  your  mar¬ 
riage  on  biblical  principles. 

Appropriate  behavior  in 
marriage  (7:3-5).  These  verses 
teach  us  to  put  our  spouses' 
before  ourselves.  We  have 
responsibilities  in  the  area  of 
physical  relations  in  the  mar¬ 
riage.  We  glorify  God  when  we 
"render  .  .  .  due  benevolence" 
to  our  marriage  partner.  That 
is,  we  should  maintain  a 
healthy  sexual  relationship. 
This  is  for  good  reasons.  First, 
our  bodies  belong  to  our  mate. 
Second,  too  long  of  an  absti¬ 
nence  period  may  allow  Satan 
to  tempt  us  with  immorality. 

There  is  a  time  when  a  cou¬ 
ple  should  abstain,  Paul  says. 
That  is  when  you  enter  a  time 
of  fasting  ana  prayer,  seeking 
the  Lord  in  a  deeper  way.  This 
is  done  by  mutual  consent. 
After  the  season  of  prayer  and 
fasting,  the  couple  resumes 
their  physical  relations  with 
one  another. 

We  need  to  remember  that 
the  physical  relationship  in 


marriage  is  a  gift  of  God.  Don't 
abuse  it  by  denying  each  other 
for  selfish  reasons.  Truly  seek  to 
glorify  God  in  your  marriage. 

Sanctity  of  marriage  (7:10- 
16).  It  is  too  easy  today  to  get  a 
divorce.  Our  society  says  if  you 
are  not  happy  or  in  some  way 
disappointed^  with  marriage, 
then  get  out  while  the  getting  is 
good.  That  certainly  is  not 
God's  way.  Paul  instructs 
wives  not  to  depart  from  their 
husbands  and  husbands  not  to 
put  away,  or  divorce,  their 
wives.  Even  if  one  is  married  to 
an  unbeliever,  remain  married. 
The  marriage  is  still  "sancti¬ 
fied"  if  the  believing  spouse  is 
living  to  glorify  Goa  in  the 
marriage.  Who  Knows?  Maybe 
by  a  holy  example  the  unbe¬ 
lieving  spouse  might  get  save. 

Marriage  can  really  be 
tough.  As  we  glorify  God  in 
our  lives  and  marriage,  we  can 
experience  his  abundance  in 
both.  Our  God  is  faithful! 

Grantham  is  pastor  of 
Pineview  Church,  Clinton. 


Life  and  Work 

What  about  the  Judgment 

Revelation  20:1-15 


ning  of  our  reign  with 
Christ.  This  is  the  great 
hope  of  the  Christian 
faith.  How  exciting  that  is 
to  know  as  believers. 

The  application  for  us 
today  is  oije  of  assurance, 
peace,  and  rejoicing. 
Knowing  we  will  be 

me  tjutauv,! i  vi  iniui  vim  T,vk>uiMviv.  ..  wv,  raised  by  God  to  reign 

lappen  at  the  judgment?,"  is  what  application  can  Jones  with  Christ  gives  us  the 
>ne  of  great  debates  throughout  we  make  to  our  lives  assurance  that  death  is  not 

>ur  convention  and  all  other  today?  Let's  explore  three  areas  the  end.  This  brings  us  peace  in 
hristian  denominations.  There  of  Revelation  20  that  are  not  our  lives  and  causes  us  to  be 
ire  many  different  ideas  as  to  debatable.  able  to  rejoice  in  the  inheritance 

ww  literal  Revelation  20  should  Believers  will  be  raised  (w.  that  will  someday  be  ours. 

>e  taken.  There  are  debates  on  4-6).  "They  came-  to  life  and  Satan  will  be  bound  and 
vho  will  reign  during  the  mil-  reigned  with  Christ.  The  destroyed  (w.  .1-3,  7-10).  We 
ennial.  There  are  even  debates  "they"  John  refers  to  are  believ-  read  in  these  passages  Satan  is 
is  to  who  will  or  will  not  go  ers.  Believers  will  be  raised  bound  for  a  limited  time  and 
hrough  the  time  of  tribulation,  from  the  dead  in  order  to  reign  then  released.  He  then  goes  and 
Ml  of  these  differences  of  inter-  with  Christ.  For  Christians,  once  again  deceives  people  and 
>retation  are  centered  to  some  death  is  not  the  end.  It  is  actu-  builds  an  army  to  stand  against 
extent  on  Revelation  20.  ally  just  the  beginning,  It  is  the  God's  people.  This  army  is 

With  that  in  mind,  the  ques-  beginning  of  our  eterhal  life  destroyed  and  Satan  is  finally 
ions  for  today  are:  in  this  same  with  Christ  and  one  day,  at  the  thrown  into  the  lake  of  fire. 
haDter.  Revelation  20,  are  there  judgment,  it  will  be  the  begin-  Satan  is  never  to  be  underes- 


He  had  to  endure  the 
wilderness  wanderings 
yet  trusted  God  to  do 
what  was  promised. 
Imagine  having  Caleb  in 
your  senior  adult 
department!  You  would 
not  know  what  to  do 
with  him.  No  retirement 
for  him,  no  taking  it 

Negativism  should  be  avoid-  During  that  period  Smvser  easY'  Caleb  was  eager  to 
ed!  Nearly  45  years  had  passed  many  of  his  contempo-  7  continue  to  serve  God.  It 

when  we  catch  up  with  Caleb  raries  died.  Caleb  and  Joshua  is  a  wonderful  reminder  that 
in  Joshua  14.  When  giving  the  had  spied  out  the  land  and  God  age  is  not  a  factor  in  serving 
report  regarding  the  conquest  promised  Caleb  a  portion  of  the  God.  In  my  present  church  we 
of  the  Promised  Land  (Num.  land  he  had  walked  those  have  a  wonderful  man  who 
13-14)  only  Joshua  and  Caleb  many  years  before.  Caleb  went  off  to  take  seminary  class- 
gave  a  positive  report.  No  one  comes  to  Joshua  as  an  old  es  at  age  86.  Now,  at  age  88  he 
remembers  the  ten  negative  friend  and  remembers  how  is  a  godly  influence  and  exam- 
people  and  they  died  m  the  they  had  walked  wholeheart-  pie  as  he  works  with  three- 
wilderness  wanderings!  The  edly  with  Lord.  Caleb  and  year-olds  in  Sunday  School! 
majority  walked  by  sight  and  Joshua's  lives  went  different  What  Calebs  are  in  your 
the  minority  (Caleb  and  paths.  Both  men  had  not  seen  church.  . 
loshua)  walked  bv  faith.  This  the  difficulties  but  saw  God  Inheritance  requested  (v. 


By  Michael  Jones _ 

The  question  of  "What  will 
happen  at  the  judgment?,"  is 
one  of  great  debates  throughout 
our  convention  and  all  other 
Christian  denominations.  There 
are  many  different  ideas  as  to 
how  literal  Revelation  20  should 
be  taken.  There  are  debates  on 
*who  will  reign  during  the  mil¬ 
lennial.  There  are  even  debates 
as  to  who  will  or  will  not  go 
through  the  time  of  tribulation. 
All  of  these  differences  of  inter¬ 
pretation  are  centered  to  some 
extent  on  Revelation  20. 

With  that  in  mind,  the  ques¬ 
tions  for  today  are:  in  this  same 
chapter.  Revelation  20,  are  there 


some  certainties 
found  that  aren't 
debatable?  If  so, 
what  application  can  Jone 
we  make  to  our  lives 
today?  Let's  explore  three  areas 
of  Revelation  20  that  are  not 
debatable. 

Believers  will  be  raised  (w. 
4-6).  "They  came  to  life  and 
reigned  with  Christ."  The 
"they"  John  refers  to  are  believ¬ 
ers.  Believers  will  be  raised 
from  the  dead  in  order  to  reign 
with  Christ.  For  Christians, 
death  is  not  the  end.  It  is  actu¬ 
ally  just  the  beginning,  It  is  the 
beginning  of  our  eterhal  life 
with  Christ  and  one  day,  at  the 
judgment,  it  will  be  the  begin- 


Explore  the  Bible 

Claiming  an  inheritance 

Joshua  14:6-15 

By  Keith  Smyser  Caleb's  faithfulness 

~ *  *  for  over  40  years! 

Negativism  should  be  avoid-  During  that  period 
ed!  Nearly  45  years  had  passed  many  of  his  contempo- 
when  we  eaten  up  with  Caleb  raries  died.  Caleb  and 


uo  11V 

year-olds  in  Sunday  School! 

What  Calebs  are  in  your 
church? 

Inheritance  requested  (v. 

_  . . *  i  i  i 


he  minority  (caleo  and  paths.  Both  men  had  not  seen  church.  ^ 
oshua)  walked  by  faith.  This  the  difficulties  but  saw  God  Inheritance  requested  (v. 
week's  lesson  reminds  us  of  a  who  would  enable  them  to  12).  What  an  example  Ca  e 
piritually  healthy  outlook  on  overcome  all  difficulties.  Are  gives  us.  Age  had  not  hin- 
ife  and  experiencing  God's  there  promises  from  God  you  dered  him,  the  difficulties  ot 
>romise  coming  to  pass!  are  waiting  on?  *  the  past  had  not  embittered 

Inheritance  promised  (w.  6-  Inheritance  anticipated  (w.  him,  and  giants  did  not  mght- 
i)  Caleb  truly  was  a  faithful  10-11).  Caleb  was  thankful  to  en  him  (With  the  Word, 
nan!  Scripture  reminds  us  of  have  lived  to  be  85  years  old!  Warren  Wiersbe  Commentary). 


timated.  He  goes  around  "like  a 
roaring  lion  seeking  who  he 
may  devour."  Although  we 
must  never  forget  this  and 
must  stay  on  guard  at  all  times, 
we  must  also  remember  Satan's 
ultimate  fate:  to  be  bound  and 
destroyed  by  Christ.  In  our  life, 
when  evil  seems  to  be  in  con¬ 
trol  and  powerful,  we  must 
remember  and  reaffirm  that  the 
final  triumph  belongs  to  Christ. 
He  will  win  the  final  victory 
and  evil  will  be  destroyed. 

The  dead  will  be  judged 
(w.  11-15).  "And  each  person 
was  judged  according  to  what 
he  had  done."  There  is  no  way 
to  escape  it  —  the  dead  shall  be 
judged.  Unbelievers  need  to  be 
aware  of  this  reality  for  it  will 
be  at  this  time  they  receive  their 
punishment,  eternal  hell.  As 
believers,  we  need  to  be  aware 
of  this  as  well.  We  will  give  an 
account  to  the  Lord.  Therefore, 
we  should  live  a  life  that  is 


Perhaps  Caleb's  sight  was 
slightly  diminished  at  85  but 
his  vision  for  what  God  could 
do  was  strong!  Caleb  requested 
the  most  difficult  territory  to 
conquer.  Caleb's  statement  of 
"give  me  this  mountain"  has 
been  a  great  encouragement  to_ 
churches  facing  impossible 
tasks!  Caleb  recognized  the 
source  of  his  victory  would  be 
God's  power  not  his  fighting  or 
leadership  abilities!  We  could 
say  that  jCaleb  believed  in  the 
promises  ofGod,  presence  of 
Clod  and  the  power  of  God! 

What  tasks,  situations,  or 
projects  are  you  attempting 
that  only  with  God's  help  can 
be  completed? 

Inheritance  received  (w.  13- 
15).  Joshua  blessed  Caleb 
because  of  his  faithfulness  and 
wholehearted  obedience!  Caleb 
received  the  requested  land 
and  God  enabled  him  to  drive 
out  the  people!  What  joy  Caleb 
must  have  experienced*  in  see¬ 
ing  the  fulfillment  of  all  that 
God  had  promised! 

When  my  family  and  I 


faithful  to  Christ.  Part  of  this 
faithfulness  involves  telling 
unbelievers  of  the  saving 
Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ  and 
about  the  reality  of  judgment  if 
they  fail  to  receive  Chnst,  hell 
We  should  be  about  the  task  of 
trying  to  win  the  lost  while 
there  is  time. 

Although  there  is  much 
debate  over  this  passage,  there 
are  still  several  certainties  that 
we  all  can  agree  on.  We  can 
agree  believers  will  be  raised. 


This  gives  us  reason  to  rejoice. 
We  can  agree  Satan  will  ulti¬ 
mately  oe  bound  and 
destroyed.  This  gives  us  hope 
in  knowing  the  final  victory 
will  be  Christ's.  Finally,  we  can 
agree  the  dead  will  be  judged, 
mis  giv  es  us  reason  to  live  a 
faithful  life  and  tell  unbelievers 
of  this  reality. 

Jones  is  associate  pastor/youth 
minister  at  Monticello  Church, 
Monticello. 


moved  to  our  present  place  of 
service,  we  had  a  house  to  sell 
in  another  state.  We  believed 
God  had  called  us  to  our  church 
and  trusted  him  to  take  care  of 
the  house.  Days,  weeks,  and 
months  passed  and  the  house 
did  not  sell.  We  were  now  pav¬ 
ing  two  house  payments!  We 
often  thought,  "God  we  trust 
you,  but  could  you  hurry  up 
and  sell  our  house?"  God  gave 
us  a  wonderful  Christmas  pre¬ 
sent  some  23  months  later  when 
the  house  sold.  God  took  care  of 
us,  taught  us,  encouraged  us, 
and  was  patient  with  us 
throughout  the  experience.  We 
rejoiced  because  truly  it  was 
God's  doing! 

Caleb  illustrates  for  us  a 
great  faith  in  three  ways!  First, 
Caleb  in  faith  dared  to  trust 
God  in  the  days  of  great  diffi¬ 
culty.  Second,  Caleb  waited 
patiently  through  delays 
caused  by  sin  in  others.  Third, 
Caleb  acted  with  courage  and 
faith  in  the  day  of  opportunity! 

Smyser  is  associate  pastor  of 
First  Church,  Starki'ille. 
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So.  Baptists  helping  Mozambicans  recover 


be  hungry  missionaries  and  t  |  ^  ,  A*  .*V 

next  year  it  Baptist  v ■olunteors  •UJl,^3§|| 

no  one  helps  from  the  United  States  'W  ,  j§v  ’  4  U  ■  cS^  ^  '  •  M- 

them  replant  and  South  Africa  put 

their  farms.  together  an  "agricul-  .jftwIA  IfeS’ 

"All  of  ture  bucket"  to  help  >jp -  ^ •  -■  | 

their  crops  farmers  get  back  on  %(  * ..  I 

were  washed  their  feet.  The  bucket  .  ■  '| 

away.  This  contains  seeds  for  flaggy  t  %  f  <y^>  •'  p.p  7.‘- 

means  that  planting  everything  Kir  »  1  ' 

not  only  do  from  corn  to  okra.  '  *|  4 

they  not  have  Farming  tools  also  are  SB  — ^  J| 
food,  but  included  in  the  pack- 

they  also  age,  as  well  as  New  WHAT  NOW?  —  A  mother  in  a 
don't  have  Testaments  and  tracts.  Mozambique  flood  relief  camp  thinks  about 
seed  to  start  As  part  of  the  relief  the  desperate  situation  she  faces.  About  1  mil- 
all  over,"  project,  Randolph's  lion  Mozambicans  are  homeless  because  of 

R  a  n  d  o  l_p  h  team  will  use  parables  the  flooding.  (BP  photo  by  Grace  Robinette) 

said.  "If  they  from  the  Bible  to  teach  : 

don't  replant  farming  techniques.  "The  main  Contributions  toward  the 
now,  the  people  we  are  focusing  on  with  relief  effort  in  Mozambique  car 
hunger  could  this  project  are  the  Naau.  They  be  sent  to:  International 
last  up  to  18  are  unevangelized  and  have  Mission  Board,  Hunger  and 
months  or  been  resistant,"  Randolph  said.  Relief  Fund  —  Mozambique 
more."  "but  since  the  flooding  began.  Flood  Relief,  P.O.  Box  6767 

According  we  have  seen  many  doors  open."  Richmond,  VA  23230. 


SCRAMBLE  FOR  FOOt> 


Drinking  water  opens  way  to  share  living  water' 

numbering  almost  20,000  people. 


—  Refuged  at  Samora 
Michel  camp  struggle  for 
relief  supplies.  Food  and 
other  e&entials  are  scarce  at 
the  camp,  where  more  than 
3,000  flood  victims  live  in 
tents.  (BP  photo  by  Grace 
Robinette) 


said  getting  the  water  purifiers  set  up  was  camps  —  numbering  almost  20,000  people, 
not  an  easy  task.  Constant  rain  hampered  Water  also  was  given  to  people  coming 
the  start  of  the  project  and  then  one  of  the  with  their  own  containers, 
pumps  broke  down.  "Our  goal  is  to  meet  the  physical  needs  of 

"In  the  beginning,  we  were  pumping  as  the  Mozambicans  first  and  then  their  spiritu- 
much  mud  as  we  were  water,"  Wagner  al  needs,"  Wagner  said.  "After  they  see  that 
said.  "Now  we  are  going  strong  and  we  care  that  they  have  water  to  drink  and 
pumping  about  24  gallons  a  minute7'  food  to  eat,  they  will  ask  more  questions  and 

The  water  pumps  deposit  clean  water  in  then  we  will  be  able  to  share  Christ." 
a  holding  pool  until  trucks  loaded  with  While  the  main  work  of  the  volunteer 
5,000-liter  water  tanks  come  to  fill  up.  The  team  took  place  on  the  edge  of  a  small 
project  provided  water  for  three  relief  creek,  many  hopped  rides  with  the  water 
^ ^ truck  to  see  where  the  tanks 
^ ended  up.  Once  in  the 

camp,  the  water  tanks  were 
connected  to 

i  *  and  water  spigot  Usually  a 

'  croud  already  was  formed 

^  Olid  tol 

H  ■  ’  >*  i  '  '  tot**'*  O  cious  dean  water 

gf  Vfk  "T  *  ■  >  -i  Missionary  Scott  I  lowers 

7  %  ‘  r  1  said  the  I  lean  water  helped 

spirits. 
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hopes  that  someone  would  see 
her  and  help.  Many  of  the  peo- 
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lift  people's  spirits. 
"Everyone  is  happier  now,  it 
is  like  they  have  their  own 
town  now  —  just  because 
they  have  their  own  water," 
he  said.  "Even  in  places  that 
were  not  heavily  nit  by  the 
flood,  people  need  clean 
water.  These  areas  can't  get 
to  their  water  because  there 
is  no  electricity  to  run  the 
pumps." 
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Clue:  B  =  M 

Have  fun  with  cryptography  and 
exercise  your  Bible  knowledge.  A 
King  James  Version  Bible  verse  has 
been  encoded  by  letter  substitu¬ 
tion.  The  same  letter  is  substituted 
throughout  the  puzzle.  Solve  by 
trial  and  error.  Answer  to  last 
week's  puzzle:  Mark  Two:  Twenty. 
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